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HENRY T. SHIER IN THE CIVIL WAR by George D. Shier 
 
Note:  Henry Shier’s Civil War service presents some contradictions between notes left 
by GR Shier and the military records.  GR Shier’s notes say that Henry was at Shiloh, and 
that this was the only large battle that he was in.  The military records say that he was on 
the Mississippi involved in campaigns there at the time Shiloh was fought in April, 1862.  
Henry was in the battle at Corinth, MS, later in October, 1862, which is near Shiloh, and 
this may have become confused in the telling and retelling.  In the account that follows, 
the information is drawn from the Henry’s pension records and service records, plus the 
records of the unit.  Henry’s unit exists as a Civil War reenactment unit based in Battle 
Creek, MI. 
 
Henry mustered in to service on November 28, 1861, age 32, in Grand Rapids, MI, as a 
Corporal in 3rd Battery, Michigan Light Artillery (subsequently became Battery C, 1st 
Regiment, Michigan Light Artillery).  He was promoted to 1st Sergeant on July 15th, 
1862. On July 19, 1863, he received and accepted his commission as 1st Lieutenant, 
effective June 30.  From July 3, 1864, to the end of his term of service and muster out on 
December 19, 1864, he was the commanding officer of Battery C.  His muster out took 
place “before Savanah” at the end of Sherman’s March to the Sea.  He was on leave in 
March, 1864, and returned to Michigan for a visit. 
 
After muster on November 28, 1861, in Grand Rapids, the Battery moved to Benton 
Barracks in St. Louis, MO for equipping and training.  The initial weapons of the battery 
were three 10-Pounder Parrott rifled guns and a 12-Pounder Howitzer1.  On February 16, 
1862, the Battery moved from Benton Barracks to Paducah, KY, via Cairo, IL.  The first 
action was at the siege of New Madrid, MO, in April, 1862.  The Battery then participated 
in the siege and capture of Island No. 10 in the Mississippi River.  In May, 1862, the 
Battery participated in the siege and capture of Corinth, MS.  This was a very strategic 
railroad junction where the Mobile & Ohio RR and the Memphis & Charleston RR cross.  
The major battle of Shiloh was fought earlier in 1862 (the Battery did not participate) as a 
part of the campaign to capture Corinth.  On October 4, 1862, the Confederates attempted 
to recapture Corinth, and a significant engagement was fought in which Henry 
participated and was recognized in the official report for his performance in the action. 
 
In the Battle of Corinth, Battery C was in the town in the rear of Gen. Rosecrans 
Headquarters fronting to the west with an Ohio Battery on the right and the Memphis & 
Charlestown RR on the left.  Lt. Lamberg’s report states that;  
 

A large force of enemy infantry appeared, advancing on my right and front. When 
I again opened fire, driving them back into the woods; but they soon appeared in 

                                                           
1 The Parrotts were capable of long range accuracy up to a mile and a half, twice the range of a smooth bore 
cannon.  They were somewhat less effective at short range using cannister.  The howitzer was a shorter 
range, smooth bore gun that fired on a high trajectory 
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greater force, advancing toward the Battery and I gave the order for cannister2 in 
double shot.  The infantry on the right of the Ohio Battery broke up; the Ohio 
Battery limbered-up and retreated, leaving my right flank unprotected and the 
battery entirely without support.  The enemy now being with in 20 yards of my 
Battery, I ordered to limber3 to the rear and retired to the street in front of Gen. 
Rosecrans headquarters.   

 
A report from the commander of the 5th Minnestota Infantry suggests that some of the 
Battery C’s guns may have been captured or abandoned temporarily and were recaptured 
by the 5th Minnesota.  In this action the Battery sustained losses of 6 wounded and 2 
missing.  In his action report, Lt. Carl Lamberg states, “I take the liberty to mention to the 
Commanding General’s special notice 2nd Lt. Geo. Robinson, 1st Sgt. Henry Shier (during 
the action in command of a section4) and Sgt. W.W. Hyzer, all of the 3rd Battery, for their 
gallant conduct and strict attention to orders they showed during the action.” 
 
For the next year, the Battery was involved in skirmishes, destruction of railroads, 
destruction of enemy stores and supplies and garrison duty in Memphis.  It moved to 
Iuka, MS, in October, 1863, and from there to Prospect, TN, in anticipation of the 
expiration of the Battery’s term of enlistment.  Henry apparently reenlisted and was home 
on furlough in March, 1864.  The howitzer was replaced with an additional Parrott rifle, 
but leaving the compliment of guns at four rather than the usual six.  On the weekly field 
return for June 18th, the Battery showed three officers, 124 enlisted men, four guns, four 
caissons, 688 rounds of ammunition on hand and 81 horses plus one man wounded. 
 
In the spring of 1864, the battery was attached to the 4th Division, 16th Corps of the Army 
of the Tennessee under Gen. James McPherson.  The advance toward Atlanta from 
Chattanooga, TN, began on May 6, and the Battery engaged the enemy near Resaca, GA, 
on the 9th and 13th and in the Battle of Resaca on the 14th and 15th.  In the actions around 
Resaca, the Army of the Tennessee achieved surprise by circling through Snake Creek 
Gap onto the rear of the enemy.  McPherson’s failure to exploit this advantage was one of 
the great disappointments of the war for Sherman.  Battery C is not specifically 
mentioned in any of the actions, but the Battery’s participation is given in Henry’s field 
report.  Sherman continued to press Johnston and the Confederates south, and there was 
much marching, sharp skirmishing, and flanking.  The Confederates occupied a very 
strong position on Kennesaw Mountain, north of Atlanta, which was assaulted, 
unsuccessfully, by Sherman with heavy losses.  Battery C was in the artillery that was 
massed to fire on the positions on Kennesaw Mountain during the attack5.  After the 

                                                           
2 Cannister is a package of steel or lead balls put into the cannon in place of the usual projectile.  In effect it 
turns the cannon into a very large shotgun, and the effect on infantry at close range is deadly.  Double shot 
means that two rounds of cannister were put in with each charge of powder. 
3 The limber is the set of wheels to which the tail of the cannon is attached for movement.  The horses are 
harnessed to the limber. 
4 The Battery had two sections of two guns each.  A more common organization was three sections of two 
guns each. 
5 We saw the field where the artillery emplacements were in the summer of 1996. There were mounds and 
depressions where the guns were dug in. GDS 
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failure of this attack, the Army of the Tennessee swung west marching behind the 
Kennesaw Mountain line and came south around the left flank of the Confederate 
position to Nickajack Creek.  Sherman was then active along the Chattahoochee River 
north west of Atlanta to make the Confederates think that he planned to force a crossing 
in this area and to draw Confederate defenders to that part of the river.  The Battery’s 
participation in this deception is described in Henry’s pension papers as a skirmish which 
took place July 7, 1864, at the Sandtown Ferry on the Chattahoochee River.  His section 
was ordered along with an Illinois Regiment of Infantry to attack a Confederate fort on 
the south bank of the Chattahoochee containing two heavy rifled guns.  He says the 
artillery duel continued for “a long time” with one man killed from the Battery.  Quoting 
from the pension request: 
 

The day was excessively hot.  Myself and men became exhausted with the work, 
heat and excitement. I ordered the men to cease firing, found the Chief-of-
Artillery and stated how it was.  He directed to let the men rest a while and then to 
work more slowly, which we did and continued firing until night.  I found myself 
very prostrated on account of the heat and exertion of the day, and lay down on 
the ground to rest.  I soon was taken with chills and fever and headache.  I turned 
the section over to Sgt. Estabrook and was unable to do anything the next day, but 
sufficiently revived the day after to take my place when ordered back to our 
battery.  I never got over the shock received at this time.  I had several returns of 
pain in the left side with feelings of prostration and nervousness.  About July 15, 
1864, Captain Robinson was appointed Chief-of-Artillery.  I assumed command 
and responsibility for the battery and held this position until discharged at 
Savannah.  I was obliged on several occasions to leave the more active duties to 
the Junior Lt. W.W. Hyzer. 

 
Henry goes on to say that he avoided the surgeons for fear of being sent to a hospital, 
which he felt was a place that caused problems, not fixed them.  At the same time, he felt 
that it would be dishonorable to leave the Battery at a time when there was fighting 
“almost every day”.  His disability was such that he was unable to exercise effective 
command after Sandtown, and many of the duties of command fell to Lt. Hyzer.  His 
decision was to stay with the Battery until the expiration of his term of enlistment and 
then return to Michigan to recruit.  Henry believed that the events of July 7th, permanently 
impaired his health and prevented him from returning to the heavy farm labor to which he 
was accustomed.  Sheldon Crittenden who had known Henry before the war and saw him 
shortly after he returned to Michigan in early 1875 says that he “looked really bad”. This 
was the basis of his disability claim and is supported by the medical records and affidavits 
in his pension record at the National Archives.  He engaged a legal firm in Indiana to help 
get his disability claim allowed and was successful.   
 
While the skirmish at the Sandtown Ferry and similar actions were going on, Sherman 
sent forces up the river to the northeast and successfully forced a crossing of 
Chattahoochee River.  The Army of the Tennessee, including the Battery, followed the 
initial crossings and approached Atlanta from the East.  On July 22, the Army of the 
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Tennessee was east of Atlanta within cannon shot.  Confederate General Hood came out 
of the Atlanta defenses to mount a flanking attack from the south.  As a part of this attack, 
the Confederate Cavalry under Gen. Wheeler was to swing farther to the east and attack 
the wagon trains (about 400 wagons) of the Army of the Tennessee which were 
proceeding south west from Roswell to Decatur6.  Battery C, along with the Chicago 
Board of Trade Battery and a brigade of infantry were escorting the wagon train.  This 
turned into a critical conflict, since destruction of the wagon train would have severely 
compromised Sherman’s attack on Atlanta.  The ultimate Union victory at Atlanta would 
have been the same, but it might have taken quite a bit longer.  The Union victory at 
Atlanta is thought to have had a positive effect on the US Presidential election in the fall 
of 1864, and so the successful outcome of this conflict may have had a wider effect.  The 
result on July 22, was of sufficient importance that Henry’s report of the action is 
included in the printed Official Record of the war and copied below: 
 

HEADQUARTERS BATTERY C, FIRST MICHIGAN LIGHT ARTILLERY 
Near Atlanta, GA, July 26, 1864 
 
Sir: 

In compliance with the circular, I have the honor most respectfully to report as 
follows in regard to the part this battery took in the action of the 22nd instant, at 
Decatur, GA.   
 The right section of the battery being at Roswell, GA, I had but two pieces - 
composing our left section - in position, commanding a road leading south of the 
town (of Decatur).  About 10:00AM, observing the enemy’s cavalry in the skirt of 
the woods about 1500 yards in our front, I ordered the gun teams harnessed about 
12:00PM.  I received orders from Col. J. W. Sprague7, commanding Second 
Brigade, Fourth Division, to take a position a little to the right of the road, so as to 
have a greater range for our guns.  Shortly after, our skirmishers began to fall back 
before the greatly superior force of the enemy.  At about the same time, the enemy 
opened with batteries from their right and left: we replied to the left battery.  I 
received in return a cross fire from both batteries.  I still continued firing, but on 
account of the position of the enemy’s guns could not tell the effect of our shots, 
their guns being hid behind the crest of a hill.  Our infantry all having been driven 
in I ordered the section limbered.  I received orders from Col. J. W. Sprague to 
take a position on a hill near the jail in town, but finding it occupied by the 
Chicago Board of Trade Battery I moved a little to the left of them and 
commenced firing at the enemy’s left battery: but wishing to embarrass them as 
much as possible we moved to the right and rear about fifty yards and commenced 
again on their skirmishers, who were advancing on our left.  We caused them to 
fall back for a short time.  Perceiving the enemy endeavoring to gain our right and 
rear we moved still farther to the right and again checked their advance and kept 
them from gaining the road on which the (wagon) train was passing.  We then fell 
back 150 yards and took another position, using a few rounds of cannister on the 

                                                           
6 Now a suburb of Atlanta. 
7 Posthumously received the Congressional Medal of Honor for his leadership in this action. 
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enemy with good effect.  We held this position with one company of the 25th 
Wisconsin until all our troops had left town and passed us; we then fell back and 
fell in line with the Chicago Board of Trade Battery by order of Col. J.W. 
Sprague.   

Of casualties there were none.  Number of rounds expended, 59.   
Our loss consisted of 1 battery wagon with contents, one army wagon with 

contents, 12 mules with harness, 4 horses disabled by wounds and abandoned, 1 
horse captured - with riding equipments, 2 horses fell in harness, through 
weakness - abandoned.  We lost a number of saddles and valises, which had been 
taken off horses having sore backs.   

This report would not be complete without noticing the good conduct of all 
the men belonging to the command and engaged in the action, who although 
under heavy fire of artillery and musketry still stood by their pieces until limbered, 
and then followed in every new position occupied by the section. 

1st Sgt. Gregg, who had charge of the caissons8, acted throughout with 
judgment and bravery, keeping the caissons as near as prudence would allow.  
Praise should be awarded also to Sgt. White and Cheney for good conduct; the 
latter had his horse shot under him.   

Of 1st Lt. Hyzer9, whose section was represented in the action, too much praise 
cannot be said; his coolness and gallantry under fire cannot be excelled. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant. 
  H. Shier 

 1st Lt. 1st Michigan  Light Arty., Commanding Battery C 
 
After Atlanta was captured, the Battery participated in the pursuit of the Confederate 
forces south of Atlanta and in the destruction of the railroad.   
 
When Sherman decided to abandon his lines of communication and march from Atlanta 
to the ocean at Savannah, the army was stripped of all units and personnel that were 
considered weak or incapable of rapid movement as well as all non-combatants and extra 
equipment and stores.  The Battery was one of the select units retained for this campaign, 
and left the Atlanta area on November 14, 1864.  The march through Georgia took place 
without major actions.  On December 10th and 11th the Battery engaged the enemy near 
Savannah and on the 11th silenced some of the rebel guns, dismounting one of them just 
north of the Ogeechee Canal.  On December 13th, Sherman’s army made contact with the 
Navy ships blockading Savannah.  Henry was honorably discharged near Savannah on 
December 19th at the expiration of his term of service, and probably took a returning 
supply ship north.  His pension records say that he spent most of the spring in rest and 
recovery. 
 
Although Henry did not fight in any of the “big battles”, he participated in one of the 
most decisive campaigns of the war in Sherman’s campaign for Atlanta and March to the 

                                                           
8 Caissons are the two wheeled carts that are hooked to a limber and carry three extra ammunition chests for 
each gun in the battery. 
9 Hyzer succeeded Henry in command of the battery. 
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Sea.  He obviously was very committed to his unit and had the confidence of his men and 
superiors.  Two of Henry’s brothers, Frank and William, also fought in the war and were 
in the 24th Michigan Infantry.  This unit was part of the “Iron Brigade” that fought in 
many of the biggest battles in the east.  William was wounded in the left hand, captured at 
Gettysburg, and held at Richmond until paroled in the summer of 1863.  He was also 
wounded at Spotsylvania in the summer of 1864 with loss of part of his left index finger.  
A close friend, Sheldon Crittenden10, was in the 24th Michigan, and was a prisoner at 
Andersonville during the war. A cousin, Charles Shier, Jr, was a Cavalry officer in 
Company K, 1st Michigan Cavalry serving under General George Armstrong Custer.  He 
died of wounds received October 19, 1864, at Cedar Creek in Virginia. 
 
It is a near miracle that the three Shier brothers survived the war without falling to disease 
or wounds.  However all of them had significant service related disabilities which limited 
their capacity for work in their middle years and caused them to be invalids in their later 
years.  Henry had a heart condition that seems to be a result of the heat prostration he 
experienced in the summer of 1863 at the Sandtown Ferry in Georgia.  He also had 
rheumatism.  Frank and William both had trouble with chronic diarrhea, piles and Frank 
had a fistula.  Some of the heroes of the Civil War were the women (mostly wives) who 
cared for the old soldiers in their later years.  Frank was nearly blind, deaf, afflicted with 
intestinal problems and so palsied that he couldn’t feed himself. 

                                                           
10 Sheldon Crittenden is mentioned in G. H. Shier’s Notes on Family History.  He was a friend and neighbor 
of the Shier family in Washtenaw County, and served with Frank and William in the 24th Michigan.  After 
the war he moved to Kansas with Frank and William and returned to Michigan with them when they sold 
their homesteads. 
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A copy of the following field report on the Atlanta Campaign in Henry’s handwriting is 
in the possession of the Shier family.  The spelling and grammar are Henry’s.  Although 
he had little schooling that we know of, he was obviously quite literate. 
 

Headquarters Battery C, 1st Michigan Lt. Artillery 
East Point, GA, Sept 8, 186411  

 
Sir, 
 
 In compliance with special Order No. 102, Headquarters 4th Div, 16th Army 

Corps, I have the honor to submit the following report. 
May 1, 1864, the Battery under the command of Capt. George Robinson marched 

from Decatur, AL and arrived near Resaca, GA, on the 12th day of May, 1864. 
May 13th, the Battery being ordered forward, one section took position on a hill with a 

section of the 14th Ohio Bty and commenced an attack on the Rebel works, and soon 
silenced a battery.  The section fired 60 Rds. Am.12 

May 14, the Battery occupied the aforesaid hill and in desultory firing, expended 70 
Rds. Am. and drove the enemy’s skirmishers from their works. 

May 15, During the action which took place in the evening, the Battery drew a portion 
of the enemy’s fire and expended 50 Rds. Am. 

May 16, Started in pursuit of the enemy. 
May 26, Arrived in Dallas, GA. 
May 27, The Battery was ordered into line, and held a position near the Hd. Qtrs of 

Gnls Dodge and Veach.  Expended this day 29 Rds. Am. 
May 29, Same position. Expended 156 Rds. Am. during a night attack by the enemy. 
June 1, Moved back from Dallas about 6 miles. 
June 2, Lt. Shier detached with the right section is suddenly and by surprise attacked 

by a section of the enemy’s Battery.  The section changed front and replied and after 
firing 29 Rds repulsed the enemy. 

June 3, the Battery was again united. 
June 6, Arrived at Acworth, GA. 
June 9, Battery was ordered to 2nd Div, 16th Army Corps. 
June 10, Camped at Big Shanty, GA. 
June 15, Battery took position in line near Kennesaw Mountain and assisted in driving 

in the enemy’s skirmishers.  Fired 23 Rds. Am. 
June 30 to July 2, The Battery having been moved to the left of the line occupied a 

new position in front of Kennesaw Mountain.  Expended here in 3 days 233 Rds. Am. 
July 4, Have moved around the mountain.  One section was ordered out, Lt. Shier 

commanding, and fired 76 Rds. Am. with good effect.   
July 7, One section under Lt Shier commanding Battery ordered to crossing known as 

Sandtown Ferry to attack a rebel fort containing two 20 Pounder guns.  Commenced 

                                                           
11 This report was written after Atlanta was captured; East Point is a rail junction south of Atlanta. 
12 The position of the 14th Ohio Battery is shown on a map in The Campaign for Atlanta by William R. 
Scaife, p 39, as being on the extreme south end of the Union line near the Oostanaula River.  The batteries 
were supporting an attack on the Confederate position by 15th Corps. 
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firing late in the afternoon but could not damage the enemy much as he was well fortified.  
One man was killed by the enemy’s shell and one slightly wounded.  On the morning of 
the 8th, the left section coming to our assistance under Lt. Towne, and getting a cross fire 
on the enemy, he was obliged to keep silent all day, and firing was kept up by order at 
intervals until night.  Ammunition expended in two days 152 Rds. 

July 9, Marched for Roswell, GA 
July 10, Arrived at Roswell, GA 
July 17, The left section of the Battery accompanied the 2nd Division on march for 

Decatur, GA.  The right section under Lt. Towne was ordered to remain at Roswell. 
July 19, Arrived at Decatur. 
July 21, Left Section reported to Col. J.W. Sprague, commanding 4th Div, 2nd 

Brigade. 
July 24, Left section assisted in holding the enemy in check during the attack on this 

date.  Expended 59 Rds. Am.  Our loss consisted of  7 horses shot or captured, one 
Battery Wagon, complete, one Army Wagon and 12 mules with harness.  No casualties 
among the men.  Officers present Lts Shier and Hyzer.  In the evening the right section 
joined the command and since that date the Battery has been acting mostly with the 4th 
Division. 

July 27, Our old guns were turned over and new ones received and as soon as 
mounted were ordered into line in front of Atlanta. 

August 1, We commenced throwing shell into the town on the enemy’s works, 
expending from the 1st to 25th __ Rds. Am. and with good effect, generally silencing the 
enemy’s batteries after a few rounds were fired.  On the 15th one man was wounded 
severely in the knee.  On the 19th one horse was killed and one wounded.  On the 24th one 
man was wounded severely. 

In the outset of the campaign the horses of the Battery were in poor condition, the 
result of having been unavoidably exposed to the inclement weather of the previous 
winter without shelter and short allowance of (long?) forage and this with the incessant 
labor imposed upon them caused many to die on the road and in camp.  At Resaca and 
Dallas they were obliged to stand in harness night and day and at the latter place on ¼ 
rations.  The Battery has had its full share of hardships and privations during the 
campaign, which have been submitted to with cheerfulness by Officers and Men, 
knowing that everything was done that could be for their comfort.  In action all  have 
acted bravely and done that which was required of them with alacrity.  Our casualties 
have been very light are as follows -  

Killed in action - Enlisted men  One 
Wounded in action severely - Enlisted men Two 
Wounded in action slightly - Enlisted men One  
Number of horses killed in action  Eight 
Number of rounds of ammunition expended 2010 
 
 Very Respectfully,  
 1st Lt. H. Shier, Commanding Battery 


